
 

Linkers of Contrast 

Linkers of contrast, also known as contrastive conjunctions or transition words, are used to 

show a contrast or difference between two ideas or statements. They help in structuring 

writing by highlighting opposing viewpoints or elements. Here is a detailed explanation of 

some common linkers of contrast, their uses, and examples: 

1. But 
• Use: To show a contrast or an exception. 

• Position: Typically used to connect two independent clauses within a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o I wanted to go for a walk, but it started raining. 

o She is very talented, but she lacks confidence. 

2. However 

• Use: To introduce a statement that contrasts with or seems to contradict something 

that has been said previously. 

• Position: Usually at the beginning of a sentence or after a semicolon. 

• Examples: 

o I wanted to go for a walk. However, it started raining. 

o The project is important; however, we don’t have enough resources. 

3. Although / Though 

• Use: To introduce a contrast between two clauses. 

• Position: Typically at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o Although it was raining, we went for a walk. 

o She is very talented though she lacks confidence. 

4. Despite / In spite of 

• Use: To show contrast, usually followed by a noun, pronoun, or gerund. 

• Position: Can be at the beginning or in the middle of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o Despite the rain, we went for a walk. 

o She succeeded in spite of her lack of confidence. 



 

5. Even though 

• Use: Similar to "although," but used to emphasize the contrast more strongly. 

• Position: At the beginning or in the middle of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o Even though it was raining, we went for a walk. 

o He kept working even though he was very tired. 

6. On the other hand 

• Use: To present a different or opposite viewpoint or aspect. 

• Position: Usually at the beginning of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o I love the summer. On the other hand, winter has its own charm. 

o The job is demanding. On the other hand, it is very rewarding. 

7. While / Whereas 

• Use: To compare two contrasting ideas or statements within the same sentence. 

• Position: Usually in the middle of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o While I prefer tea, she prefers coffee. 

o He is very outgoing, whereas his brother is quite shy. 

8. Nevertheless / Nonetheless 

• Use: To introduce a statement that contrasts with what has been previously 

mentioned, similar to "however." 

• Position: Typically at the beginning of a sentence or after a semicolon. 

• Examples: 

o It was raining. Nevertheless, we went for a walk. 

o She was tired; nonetheless, she finished the project. 

9. Yet 

• Use: To introduce a contrast, similar to "but." 

• Position: Usually in the middle of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o He is wealthy, yet he is not happy. 

o The team played well, yet they lost the game. 



 

10. In contrast / By contrast 

• Use: To highlight a difference between two situations or things. 

• Position: Usually at the beginning of a sentence. 

• Examples: 

o The north of the country is mountainous. In contrast, the south is flat. 

o She loves classical music. By contrast, her brother prefers rock. 

Usage Tips: 

1. Choosing the Right Linker: 

o Consider the relationship you want to show between the ideas. For example, 

use "although" or "even though" to connect contrasting clauses within one 

sentence, and "however" or "on the other hand" to connect contrasting 

sentences. 

2. Positioning: 

o Be mindful of where you place these linkers. Some are flexible (e.g., 

"however" can start a sentence or follow a semicolon), while others have a 

more fixed position (e.g., "but" is typically used between two clauses). 

3. Punctuation: 

o When using linkers like "however," "nevertheless," or "nonetheless" at the 

beginning of a sentence, follow them with a comma. When using "but," "yet," 

or "although," commas are not needed at the start of the dependent clause but 

may be necessary to separate clauses. 

4. Consistency: 

o Maintain consistency in your writing style. If you start using formal linkers 

(e.g., "nevertheless"), continue in that style rather than switching to more 

informal ones (e.g., "but"). 

Summary: 

Linkers of contrast are essential tools in writing and speaking, enabling you to show 

differences and highlight opposing ideas effectively. By understanding and using these 

linkers appropriately, you can make your communication clearer, more coherent, and more 

nuanced. 



 

Here's a conversation using linkers of contrast: 

Emma : I heard you went on a trip to the mountains last weekend. How was it? 

John : It was amazing! The scenery was breathtaking. However, the weather wasn't 

great. 

Emma : Oh no! What happened? 

John : Despite the forecast saying it would be sunny, it rained most of the time. 

Emma : That’s unfortunate. On the other hand, rain can make the mountains look even 

more beautiful. 

John : True, and the mist added a mystical feel to the place. Yet, it made hiking more 

challenging. 

Emma : I can imagine. While rain can enhance the scenery, it can definitely make 

outdoor activities harder. Did you still manage to do some hiking? 

John : Yes, we did. Although it was slippery and we had to be extra careful, we 

completed a few trails. 

Emma : That’s great! Even though the weather wasn’t ideal, it sounds like you had a 

memorable experience. 

John : Absolutely. In contrast to our usual beach vacations, this trip was a refreshing 

change. 

Emma : I’ve always wanted to go on a mountain trip. Nevertheless, I usually end up 

choosing beach destinations. 

John : You should definitely try it. Despite the challenges, it’s worth it for the stunning 

views and the sense of accomplishment. 

Emma : I’ll consider it for my next vacation. In spite of my love for the beach, a 

mountain adventure sounds exciting. 

 

In this conversation, linkers of contrast like "however," "despite," "on the other hand," "yet," 

"while," "although," "even though," "in contrast," and "nevertheless" are used to highlight the 

differences and opposing ideas related to their experiences and preferences. 

 


