
 

Second Conditional 

Definition: 

The second conditional is used to talk about hypothetical or unreal situations in the present or 

future. These are situations that are unlikely to happen or are purely imaginary. 

Structure: 

The second conditional follows this structure: 

 

Examples: 

1. If + Past Simple Clause: 

o If I won the lottery, ... 

o If she knew the answer, ... 

o If they lived closer, ... 

 

2. Main Clause with 'Would': 

o ... I would buy a new house. 

o ... she would tell us. 

o ... they would visit more often. 

Usage: 

1. Hypothetical Situations: 

The second conditional is often used to imagine scenarios that are unlikely or 

impossible. 

If I were an astronaut, I would travel to Mars.  

(I'm not an astronaut, and it's unlikely that I will be.) 

2. Unreal Present or Future Situations: 

It describes unreal situations in the present or future. 

If she had more time, she would learn Spanish.  

(She doesn't have more time right now.) 



 

3. Giving Advice: 

The second conditional can be used to give advice. 

If I were you, I would talk to the manager.  

(I'm not you, but that's my advice.) 

4. Expressing Wishes: 

It can express wishes that are currently unreal or unlikely. 

If we had a garden, we would grow our own vegetables.  

(We don't have a garden.) 

Special Cases: 

1. Were Instead of Was: 

o In formal or written English, "were" is used instead of "was" with the 

pronouns I, he, she, and it. 

o Example: If I were taller, I would play basketball. (Instead of "If I was 

taller...") 

o This usage is known as the subjunctive mood. 

2. Other Modals: 

o Other modal verbs like "could" or "might" can replace "would" to express 

possibility or ability. 

o Example: If I had a car, I could drive you to the station. (Expresses ability) 

o Example: If it rained tomorrow, we might cancel the picnic. (Expresses 

possibility) 

 

 

 

 



 

More Examples: 

1. Imaginary Situations: 

o If I were a millionaire, I would travel the world. (Imagining being a 

millionaire) 

o If they moved to Paris, they would learn French quickly. (Imagining their 

move to Paris) 

2. Unreal Present/Future: 

o If he studied harder, he would pass the exam. (He doesn’t study hard now) 

o If we had more money, we would buy a bigger house. (We don’t have more 

money now) 

3. Advice: 

o If I were you, I would apologize. (Advising someone to apologize) 

4. Wishes: 

o If we had a dog, we would take it for walks every day. (Wishing to have a 

dog) 

 


