
 

Phrasal Verbs: In-Depth Explanation 

Phrasal verbs are a significant part of the English language, especially in spoken and informal 

contexts. Understanding and using them correctly can greatly improve your conversational 

skills and comprehension. 

Components of Phrasal Verbs 

1. Verb: The action word, e.g., "turn," "give," "look." 

2. Particle: An adverb or preposition that follows the verb, e.g., "on," "up," "after." 

How Phrasal Verbs Change Meaning 

The combination of a verb and a particle often creates a new meaning, different from the 

meanings of the verb and the particle on their own. 

Examples: 

• "Give" + "up": to quit (e.g., "She gave up smoking.") 

• "Look" + "after": to take care of (e.g., "He looks after his siblings.") 

• "Turn" + "on": to start a device (e.g., "Turn on the TV.") 

Types of Phrasal Verbs 

1. Transitive vs. Intransitive 

o Transitive Phrasal Verbs: Require an object. 

▪ Example: "She put on her jacket." (Her jacket is the object) 

o Intransitive Phrasal Verbs: Do not require an object. 

▪ Example: "He woke up suddenly." (No object needed) 

2. Separable vs. Inseparable 

o Separable Phrasal Verbs: The object can be placed between the verb and the 

particle. 

▪ Example: "Turn off the light." / "Turn the light off." 

o Inseparable Phrasal Verbs: The object cannot be placed between the verb 

and the particle. 

▪ Example: "Look after the children." (You cannot say "Look the 

children after.") 

 



 

Meaning Variations 

Phrasal verbs can sometimes have multiple meanings based on the context. 

Examples: 

• "Get over" 

o To recover from an illness: "She got over the flu." 

o To overcome a difficulty: "He got over the breakup." 

• "Take off" 

o To remove clothing: "Take off your shoes." 

o To become successful: "Her career took off." 

o To leave the ground (for an airplane): "The plane took off at 8 PM." 

Common Phrasal Verbs by Particle 

With "Up" 

• Bring up: to mention a topic; to raise a child. 

o Example: "She brought up an interesting point." / "They brought up three 

children." 

• Cheer up: to become happier. 

o Example: "She cheered up when she saw her friend." 

With "Out" 

• Run out of: to have no more of something. 

o Example: "We've run out of milk." 

• Figure out: to understand or solve something. 

o Example: "I can't figure out this problem." 

With "On" 

• Turn on: to start a machine or light. 

o Example: "Please turn on the radio." 

• Get on: to board a vehicle; to have a good relationship. 

o Example: "She got on the bus." / "They get on well." 

With "Off" 

• Take off: to remove something; to leave the ground. 

o Example: "He took off his hat." / "The plane took off." 

• Put off: to postpone. 

o Example: "They put off the meeting until next week." 



 

Tips for Mastering Phrasal Verbs 

1. Learn in Context: Understand how phrasal verbs are used in sentences. 

2. Group by Particles: Identify patterns by grouping phrasal verbs that share the same 

particle. 

3. Practice Regularly: Use exercises and quizzes to reinforce your knowledge. 

4. Use Visual Aids: Flashcards can help you remember meanings and usage. 

5. Engage in Conversations: Practice using phrasal verbs in speaking and writing. 

 


